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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


To  School  Officers,  School  Teachers,  and  Sclioo)  ('hildren  nf  the  Com- 
monwealth : 

On  November  11,  1918,  the  armistice  between  the  Allied  Nations 
and  Germany  was  signed.  The  announcement  of  that  event  was  I'e- 
eeived  witli  an  indescribable  expression  of  joy  and  gratitude  by  the 
free  peoides  of  tlie  world.  On  that  day  the  eternal  principles  of  law 
and  order  and  of  riglit  and  justice  won  a  signal  triumph  over  the 
autocratic  principles  of  brute  force  by  which  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment of  Germany  sought  to  rule  and  dominate  the  world.  November 
11  should,  therefore,  become  one  of  the  great  days  in  the  history  of 
nations.  It  should  be  properly  obsen^ed  in  every  democracj^  on  the 
globe.  America  should  participate  in  this  movement  with  earnestness 
and  zeal. 

The  Pennsylvania  War  History  Commission  of  which  Governor 
William  C.  Sproul  is  chairman,  has  recommended  not  only  the  observ- 
ance of  tliis  dav  but  also  the  observance  of  the  whole  week  beginning 
November  9  next  as  "WAR  HISTORY  WEEK."  This  Commission 
requests  the  schools,  together  with  other  agencies,  to  co-operate  with 
it  in  collecting  data  to  enable  it  to  tell  the  whole  story  of  Pennsyl- 
vania's contribution  to  this  great  historic  achievement.  In  the  obsery- 
ance  of  this  week  and  particulai-h'  of  Armistice  Day  the  causes 
which  were  responsible  for  the  war  and  the  significance  of  the  victory 
10  mankind  should  receive  full  consideration. 

The  attached  outline  of  suggestions  submitted  by  the  committee 
shows  that  the  Commonwealth  made  a  mai-velous  record  in  aiding 
the  nation  to  discharge  its  obligation  to  mankind  in  this  great  war. 
It  is  a  patriotic  'chity  which  each  citizen  owes  to  his  state  and  the 
schools  will  desire  to  share  in  the  discharge  of  that  duty  to  aid  in 
obtaining  a  true,  complete  record  of  the  services  rendered  by  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  great  world  conflict  to  preserve  human  rights  and 
national  freedom.  I  am  sure  you  will  all  desire  to  enter  heartily  into 
the  spirit  of  this  movement. 

Very  sincf  oly  yours, 

TUOS.  E.  FINEGAN, 
State  Superintendent. 

Harrisburg,  Pa. 

October  28,  1919. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  WAR  HISTOTJV  (^OM^I  ISSION. 


1300  Locust  Street,  Philadelphia 


To  the  Members  of  Coiintj'  War  History  Coiumittees  co-operating 
with  the  Pennsylvania  War  History  Commission. 


The  Pennsylvania  War  History  Commission  has  designated  the 
week  of  November  9th  to  15th  as  State  History  Week  during  which 
time  the  Commission  trusts  that  the  lieroic  deeds  and  personal  sacri- 
fices performed  by  Pennsylvanians  during  the  World  War  will  be 
called  to  mind. 

■  Members  of  all  County  War  History  Committees  and  local  Honor 
Roll  Committees  are  urged  to  take  every  opportunity  during  History 
Week  to  encourage  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the  records  of 
the  War.  ,  ^ 

Meetings  may  be  held  in  schools,  fraternal  organizations,  Chambers 
of  Commerce,  churches  and  similar  places.  Memorial  services  for 
those  who  fell  in  the  War  should  be  held  in  cluirches  and  public 
gatherings. 

Enclosed  hereAvith  is  a  statement  of  topics  and  suggestions  con- 
cerning Pennsylvania's  participation  in  tlie  World  War. 

The  Commission  trusts  that  each  person  will  take  an  interest  in 
the  work  of  History  Week  and  make  it  his  or  her  business  to  speak 
upon  the  subject  during  that  time. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  write  to  the  Commission  for  any  further  assist- 
ance or  information  that  you  desire. 

.        '  ALBERT  E.  McKINLEY, 

]  .  •      ,  Secretary. 


STATE  HISTOEY  WEEK. 


jSTovember  9  to  15. 


The  week  beginning  Sunday,  November  d,  1919,  including  November 
11,  the  anniversary  of  Armistice  Day,  has  been  designated  by  the 
Pennsylvania  War  History  Commission  as  "'State  History  ^A'eek." 

During  this  week,  the  Commission  hopes  that  the  National  achieve- 
ments, and  particularly  the  Commonwealth's  share  in  those  achieve- 
ments, will  be  remembered  by  the  people  of  the  State. 

The  Commission  urges  that  during  the  week  the  imjportance  of  pre- 
serving and  collecting  the  records  of  the  State's  participation  in  the 
World  War  be  made  know  to  all  citizens. 

The  Service  Eecords  of  persons  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  the  Honor 
Eolls  of  each  community,  and  the  record  of  the  many  home  activities 
should  be  gathered  during  this  week;  or  steps  should  be  taken  by 
County  and  Local  Committees  to  collect  this  material  at  once. 

The  State  Commission  as  well  as  County  and  Local  Committees  are 
now  at  TS'ork  creating  memorial  record  collections  which  will  be  as 
valuable  as  any  monuments  in  stone  or  bronze. 

The  State's  archives  will  furnish  the  basis  for  a  complete  history 
of  the  work  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  World  V\'ar.  Every  County  and 
municipality,  every  school  and  church,  every  manufacturing  concern 
having  war  contracts,  and  all  other  organizations  should  place  on  the 
record  the  narratives  of  what  they  did,  to  help  win  the  War.  Such 
records  should  be  made  in  two  copies,  one  to  be  placed  in  the  State 
Archives,  the  other  to  be  deposited  with  the  County  War  History 
Committee.  The  address  of  the  Pennsylvania  War  History  Commis- 
sion is  1300  Locust  Street,  Philadelphia. 

The  following  suggestions  and  programs  are  given  as  an  aid  to 
the  intelligent  celebration  of  State  History  Week  and  Armistice  Day 
in  schools,  churches,  patriotic  Organizations  and  the  public  meet- 
ings. The  topics  here  given  are  only  suggestive ;  they  do  nt)t  by  any 
means  include  all  the  war  activities  carried  on  in  any  County  or 
Locality  of  the  State. 

The  programs  may  be  supplemented  in  schools  by  having  pupils 
impersonate  various  wi^r  features,  as 

1.  The  roll  call  of  the  Allies;  a  pupil  representing  each  of  the 

Allied  Countries  and  stating  briefly  what  was  its  contri- 
bution to  the  victory. 

2.  The  roll  call  of  America;  including  personifications  of  the 

American  Army.  Navy,  IMariiies,  Shipping,  Agriculture, 
,  Eailroads,  Mines,  etc. 
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The  roll  call  of  the  State,  County,  Locality  or  School ;  includ- 
ing statements  of  the  principal  War  Activities,  such  a? 
the  draft,  the  food  and  fuel  administrations,  manufac- 
turers, mining,  agriculture.  Liberty  Loans,  War  Welfare 
Work.  etc. 


WAR  WELFARE  WORK. 


I 


1.  Necessity  for: 

Arising  from  conditions  of  camp  life,  transportation  of 
troops,  casualties  on  the  battle  field,  and  families  need- 
ing assistance  at  home  (enumerate  other  reasons). 

2.  Forms  of  Welfare  Work : 

Comfort  kits,  mails  at  stations,  entertainment  in  camp, 
books  and  magazines,  club  houses  in  large  towns  and 
cities,  bath  liouses  and  sleeping  rooms,  tracing  relatives 
of  soldiers.  Securing  allowances,  caring  for  sick  and 
wounded,  notifying  relatives  of  casualties  (enumerate 
other  forms). 

3.  National  organizations  to  carry  on  Welfare  Work. 

Enumerate. 

4.  Pennsylvania's  Share. 

Contributed  $27,000,000.00  to  the  Red  Cross. 
Contributed  $6,500,000.00  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Contributions  to  War  Chests,  and  United  War  Work 
Campaigns. 

5.  What  did  your  County,  Locality  and  Scliool  do? 

G.    Describe  the  means  taken  to  carry  on  the  War  Welfare  Work 

in  3'our  own  organization  or  locality. 
7.    Have  reports  been  made  to  the  County  or  State  Commission? 

MILITARY  AXD  NAVY  RARTICIPATIONS. 

1.  The  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

(a)  The  important  part  they  played  in  winning  the  War. 

(b)  How  they  were  organized. 

(c)  The  draft  and  its  enforcements. 

2.  Pennsylvania's  Military  Participation. 

(a)  Drafted  men,    226,115 

(b)  National  Guard,  .*   28,000 

(c)  Volunteers,    <S0,000  (estimated) 

(d)  Total,    324,115 

3.  Pennsylvania  Units. 

(a)  28th  Division,  79th  Division,  SOth  Division,  42nd 

Division,  02nd  Division. 

(b)  Pennsylvania  Troops  participated  in  the  Battle  of 

the  Marne,  the  St.  Mihiel  Action,  the  Argonne 
Offensive,  as  well  as  in  many  lesser  actions. 

(c)  The  2Sth  Division  had  a  greater  number  of  casualties 

than  any  other  Division  except  three  divisions  of 
regular  troops. 
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4:.    Lecal  Militarj"^  Records. 

(a)  How  many  went  from  your  County  and  Locality? 

(b)  Have  the  County  or  Local  Honor  Rolls  been  com- 

pleted? 

(c)  Have  you  filled  out  service  blanks  for  members  of 

your  family  in  the  service? 

(d)  Who  is  attending  to  the  Honor  Roll  Lists  in  your 

County  and  Locality? 
|-e)    Can  you  help  to  complete  the  lists? 
5.    Soldiers'  Letters,  Diaries,  etc. 

(a)  Have  you  any?   Have  they  been  printed  in  a  news- 

paper ? 

(b)  Will  you  give  copies  to  the  State  Commission  and 

County  Committee  for  their  collections. 


PENNSYLVANIA'S  SHARE  IN  WAR  FINANCE. 

1.  Character  of  National  War  Finance. 

(a)  New  forms  of  taxes. 

(  b)'    Liberty  and  Victory  Loans, 
(cj    War  Saving  Stamps. 

2.  Pennsylvania's  Part. 

fa)  Paid  in  taxes.  1917-1919,  about  -f 1,150,000,000.00 
(bj  Subscribed  to  the  five  loans  $2,709,947,000.00. 
(c)  Note  that  Pennsylvania  alone  with  a  population  of 
only  8,600,000  subscribed  in  two  years  about 
$600,000,000.00  more  than  the  cost  of  taxes  and 
loans  of  the  Civil  War  to  the  entire  North  in  four 
years. 

3.  Hew  the  Bonds  and  W^ar  Saving  Stamps  Avere  sold. 

ra)i  Work  of  Loan  Committees,  Ranks.  Cbibs,  Roy  Scouts, 
Girl  Scouts,  Schools,  Churches,  etc.  (note  that 
the  Pennsylvania  Boy  Scouts  sold  |51,418,785.00 
of  the  four  Liberty  Loans,  and  $4,000,000.00  of 
War  Saving  Stamps). 

(b)  What  did  3'our  own  organization  do?   Has  the  story 

of  the  Liberty  Loan  Drives  in  jour  County  or 
Locality  been  written  by  those  most  active? 

PENNSYLVANIA'S  INDUSTRIES  IN  THE  WAR. 

1.  General  Character  of  War  Industries. 

(a)    Difl'erences  between  the  World  War  and  earlier  wars. 
(,b)    Great  development  of  the  munition  and  equipment 
factories  in  all  the  countries  at  war. 

(c)  Character  of  materials  needed  bA^  a  modern  army. 

2.  Fitness  of  Penn.sylvania  for  War  Industries. 

(a)  Great  and  varied  natural  resources:  iron,  hard  and 

soft  coal,  petroleum,  etc. 

(b)  Well  organized  industries  before  the  War. 

(c)  Large  industrial  population  available. 
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Output  of  Munitions  and  Equipment  in  Pennsylvania. 

(a)  Shell  forgings  for  cannon  ammunition  in  Pennsyl- 
vania were  5,548,195,  ranging  from  3"  up  to  14" 
in  diameter. 

'  (b)  One  Pennsylvania  plant  manufactured  47%  of  all 
the  American  RiHes  furnished  to  the  American 
Army. 

(c)    Another  plant  stamped  1,150,775,  steel  helmets. 

■  (d)    And  another  plant  assembled  and  painted  all  the 

2,707;237  helmets  furnished  to  the  American 
Army. 

(e)  A  Pennsylvania  lirm  made  3,385,955  meat  cans,  about 

two-hfths  of  the  total  for  the  Country. 

(f )  Over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  cannon  produced  in  the 

country  were  machined  and  finished  in  Pennsyl- 
vania factories. 

(g)  The  little  aluminum  boxes  attached  to  the  legs  of 

carrier  pigeons  to  contain  messages,  were  all 
made  at  one  Pennsylvania  Plant. 

(h)  Vast  quantities  of  explosives  and  clothing,  all  the 

locomotives  used  on  American  Railroads  in 
Prance,  many  trucks  and  freight  cars,  were  made 
Pennsylvania. 

'    (i)     I'ennsylvania  pipe  carried  water  hundreds  of  miles 
I  across  the  deserts  and  made  possible  the  British 

defeat  of  the  Turks  in  Palestine. 
( j)     The  Pennsylvania  banks  of  the  Delaware  constituted 

■  ;    ,  part  of  the  greatest  ship  building  district  in  the 

Country. 

(k )  A  Pennsylvania  concern  which  before  the  war  had 
never  manufactui*ed  such  materials,  furnished 
81,000  optical  lenses  for  telescopes,  field  glasses, 
and  cameras  for  the  Army  and  Navy. 

The  Share  of  your  County  or  Locality  in  this  Work. 

(a)  What  concerns  had  War  contracts  or  sub-contracts? 

(b)  What  kinds  of  materials  did  they  produce  and  how 

much? 

(c)  Have  accounts  been  prepared  or  publislied  concern- 

ing their  work? 

(d)  Can  you  secure  for  the  State  Commission  and  County 

Committee  copies  of  these  accounts? 

Could  the  War  have  been  won  withoTit  Pennsylvania's  Indus- 
tries ? 

AGRICULTURE  AND  FOOD  SUPPLY. 
Importance  at  all  times. 
Particular  importance  during  the  War. 

American  food  used  to 

(a)  Feed  ourselves  and  our  Army  and  Navy. 

(b)  Feed  the  Allies. 

(c)  Feed  the  destitute  in  Belgium,  France,  Poland, 

Serbia,  etc. 
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4.  Pennsylvania's  varioiis  agricnltni-e. 

5.  How  production  was  increased  in  the  State. 
C.  Work  of  the  Food  Administration. 

7.  Food  conservation. 

8.  Fixing  and  prices. 

9.  What  was  done  in  your  County  and  Locality? 

10.  What  did  you  do  ? 

11.  Have  records  been  made  of  the  local  food  regulations,  war 

gardens,  school  gardens,  pig  clubs,  etc. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  PRESERVING  WAR  RECORDS. 

1.  Only  by  preserving  every  record  of  this  war  will  we  be  ready 

to  meet  other  emergencies  when  they  ar'ise. 

2.  The  records  will  be  an  incentive  to  patriotism.   They  will  lead 

us  to  emulate  the  liei'oic  deeds  of  war  times. 

3.  It  is  a  duty  to  the  men  and  womeu  of  our  communities  who 

have  sacrificed  so  much,  that  a  i^ecord  be  made  of  their 
heroism,  particularly  in  Honor  Rolls,  list  of  casualties  and 
in  memorial  collections  of  records. 

4.  The  records  of  the  Revolution  and  Civil  War  are  sadly  in- 

complete; let  us  be  sure  that  the  records  of  the  World 
War  are  fittingly  compiled  and  collected  in  safe  deposi- 
tories. 

5.  The  State  and  many  Counties  and  Localities  will  desire  to 

prepare  histories  of  their  part  in  the  War.  Such  histories 
will  not  be  complete  unless  every  one  helps  to  secure  the 
records  and  is  willing  to  deitosit  duplicate  copies,  one  in 
State's  Archives,  the  other  in  the  County's  or  Locality's 
collection. 

0.  It  is  said  that  every  Italian  village  has  been  directed  to  in- 
scribe in  a  "Golden  Book''  the  names  of  those  who  suffered 
for  their  country.  Can  Pennsylvania  afford  to  honor  her 
sons  less  than  Italy  does  hers  ? 

7.  The  address  of  the  Pennsylvania  War  History  Commission,  of 
which  Governor  William  C.  Sproul  is  Chairman,  is  1300 
Locust  Street,  Philadelphia.  Find  the  address  of  your 
County  War  History  Committee,  or  of  the  Local  Com- 
mittee, and  help  it  in  this  work. 
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